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Module 3: Data Elements
Module Contents:

• CHIEF boxes versus CDS data elements

• SAD (C88) boxes versus UCC DIH data elements

• Declaration Categories

• Mandatory v dependent data elements

• Header v item completion rules

• Data sets

• Data element numbering

• Key changes from CHIEF

• Commodity Codes and the declaration
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Module 3: Data Elements
CHIEF boxes versus CDS data elements:

• There is not a 1-2-1 correlation between CHIEF and CDS declaration 
requirements

• You cannot use CHIEF completion rules for CDS declarations, the rules for 
data elements are different from the old rules for the equivalent boxes: e.g., 
D.E. 1/1 (EU no longer used)

• The data is not provided in the same order to CDS as CHIEF boxes

• CHIEF had 68 boxes in total that may be required for completion.

• CDS has 91 separate data elements:
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Module 3: Data Elements
SAD (C88) boxes versus UCC DIH data elements:

• The CDS Tariff provides a cross-reference to the previous SAD(H) box where 
one exists

• UCC is data processing focussed unlike SAD(H) which was based on a paper 
form

• SAD(H) boxes are now split into multiple data elements to support electronic 
data processing:
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SAD H box no. Data required CDS D.E. No Data Required

Box 8 Importer/ 
Consignee 
Name, Address 
and EORI

D.E. 3/15 Importer Name 
and Address

D.E. 3/16 Importer EORI
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Module 3: Data Elements
Step-by-step guide:
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Declaration 
Category

• Movement Type: Import, Export Inventory Import or Inventory Export (Appendices 21-23)
• Identify the intended usage of the goods
• Identify the specific Declaration Category to be used

Mandatory v 
Dependent

•Identify any data elements that are mandatory (Code A for Always)
•Identify any data elements that are optional (Code C for Choice)
•Identify any data elements that are dependent (Code D for Depends)

Header V 
Item

•Identify any data elements that are item level (Code X)
•Identify any data elements that are header level (Code Y)
•Identify any data elements that are header and item (Code X and Y)

Data Set

• Identify all data elements needed for the declaration category
• Review any reading notes
• Identify all dependent data elements and whether required for the specific transaction

DE 
numbering

• Groups 1 – 8
• DE number starts with the group followed by a sequential number within that group
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Module 3: Data Elements
Declaration Categories:

Each Declaration Category is unique to a particular movement and type of  
declaration

The declaration category defines the data set to be used, i.e., what information is 
or is not required, the rules for its completion

Failure to pick the correct declaration category will result in the declaration failing 
validation:

• Not compatible with the type of movement

• Not compatible with the type of declaration

• Not compatible with the Procedure or Additional Procedure Code

• Not compatible with the type of journey

• Not compatible with the rules followed for completion of the data elements
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Module 3: Data Elements
How do you read them?

• Each Declaration Category follows the same format:
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A = Always needed

C = Your Choice to complete or leave bank
D = Depends on circumstances
X = Specific goods item

Y = Header – applies to the entire consignment

NR = Not required, leave blank
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Module 3: Data Elements
Mandatory v Dependent

Identify any data elements that are mandatory (Code A for Always)
• These cannot be left blank in any circumstances.  
• Which data elements are Always required will differ according to the declaration 

category chosen

Identify any data elements that are optional (Code C for Choice)
• Trader Choice to complete or leave blank
• If completed, the rules for the declaration category and data element must be followed
• May impact on other data elements on the declaration (cross-field validation)

Identify any data elements that are dependent (Code D for Depends)
• Which data elements are Dependent will differ according to the declaration category 

chosen
• The rules for the dependency may also change between declaration categories
• When completed, the rules for the declaration category and data element must be 

followed
• Reading notes indicated by [xx] will provide information on what the dependency is. 
• This will be expanded on within the Declaration Completion Guide for the movement 

type.
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Module 3: Data Elements
Declaration Category reading notes:

• If a data element is shown as Dependent (code ‘D’ in the Symbol column) 
there will be an associated reading note

• Where multiple reading notes are shown, all must be reviewed as some may 
override others, such as [46a] below

• Notes are pointers to the Declaration Completion Guide where there will be 
specific rules for the data elements dependencies.

D.E. 4/1 Delivery Terms (Box 20: Delivery Terms)

Declaration Category I1 C&F:

This data element is only required on a simplified declaration where a claim to a tariff quota 
is being made on the simplified declaration.
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Module 3: Data Elements
Header vs Item

Identify any data elements that are item level (Code X)
• A code ‘X’ in the second symbol column indicates the information is required at item 

level.
• This information is unique to the specific goods item being declared.
• The data element needs to be completed for each goods item on the declaration

Identify any data elements that are header level (Code Y):
• A code ‘Y’ in the second symbol column indicates the information is required at header 

level.
• This information applies to all goods items on the declaration
• Items cannot be combined on a single declaration where the header level information is 

different, with the exception of: DE 3/39, 8/2 and 8/3..

Identify any data elements that are header and item (Code X and Y)
• Where both codes ‘X’ and ‘Y’ are shown, information should be completed at header 

level where it applies equally to every goods item.
• Where data differs between goods items, it must be completed at item level.
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Module 3: Data Elements
Data sets:

Identify the Declaration Category to be used:

• Identify the type of movement and declaration being made

• Ensure it is compatible with the customs procedures being used.

Identify all mandatory data elements needed for the declaration category:

• Identify all data elements with Code A.

• These must all be completed.

Identify all dependent data elements and whether they are required for the specific 
transaction

• Identify all data elements with Code D

• Review any reading notes to see if the circumstances that require its completion apply 
to this specific transaction, e.g., DE 2/6 only required if duty deferment is being used.
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Module 3: Data Elements
Data Element numbering:

• Each Data Element belongs to a Group

• Groups are numbered from 1 - 8

• Each individual data element is numbered according to its group and its 
placement within that group, e.g., 3/15 is in group 3 and is the 15th data 
element within that group,

• Do not need to remember the data elements number, just which group it 
belongs to.

• Not all data elements are used for each declaration category, where it is not 
used, it will be shown as Not Required (NR) in the data set tables.
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Module 3: Data Elements
Data element groups:

• Within the Union Customs Code (Reg. No. (EU) 952/2013 (UCC)) the declaration data 
elements are grouped into sections:

• DEs are numbered according to their data element group, e.g., parties begin with a 3
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Group Description
1 Message Information (including Procedure Codes)
2 References of Messages, Document, Certificates and Authorisations
3 Parties
4 Valuation Information and Taxes
5 Dates, Times, Periods, Places, Countries and Regions
6 Goods Identification
7 Transport Information (Modes, Means and Equipment)

8 Other Data Elements (Statistical Data, Guarantees and Tariff 
Related Data)
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Module 3: Data Elements
Step-by-step guide:
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Declaration 
Category

• Movement Type: Import, Export Inventory Import or Inventory Export (Appendices 21-23)
• Identify the intended usage of the goods
• Identify the specific Declaration Category to be used

Mandatory v 
Dependent

•Identify any data elements that are mandatory (Code A for Always)
•Identify any data elements that are optional (Code C for Choice)
•Identify any data elements that are dependent (Code D for Depends)

Header V 
Item

•Identify any data elements that are item level (Code X)
•Identify any data elements that are header level (Code Y)
•Identify any data elements that are header and item (Code X and Y)

Data Set

• Identify all data elements needed for the declaration category
• Review any reading notes
• Identify all dependent data elements and whether required for the specific transaction

DE 
numbering

• Groups 1 – 8
• DE number starts with the group followed by a sequential number within that group
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Module 3: Data Elements
Key changes from CHIEF:

• New data elements introduced that had no equivalent CHIEF box

• CHIEF CPCs – single 7-digit code, CDS Codes now split into 2 data elements: 
D.E. 1/10: 4-digit Procedure Code, D.E. 1/11: 3-digit Additional Procedure 
Codes

• Box 44 data now re-homed in their own data elements

• Valuation data now included in the declaration (no. D.V.1 (C105) forms used)

• Additions and deductions all included on declaration

• Parties details split into multiple data elements

• New code lists associated with specific data elements
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Module 3: Commodity Codes and the Declaration

Commodity 
Code

• DE 6/14 – first 8-digits of commodity code (NI online Tariff)
• DE 6/15 – 9th and 10th digit of commodity code (NI online Tariff)
• DE 6/16 – TARIC Additional Codes (4-digits) (NI online Tariff, Meursing Codes, Additional Codes tools)
• DE 6/17 – National Additional Codes (VAT and Excise rates, 4-digits) (NI online Tariff and Appendix 19)

Taxes

• DE 4/3: Tax Types and any additional duties applying to movements from specific countries (NI online Tariff, Appendix 8 and NI Supplement)
• DE 2/3, 4/17 and 5/16: Preferential duty rates (NI online Tariff, Appendices 5A, 12 and 13) 

Document 
Codes

• DE 2/3: Licences and Certificates (NI online Tariff, Appendix 5A, 5B and 5C)
• DE 2/3, 4/17 and 5/16: Preference (NI online Tariff, Appendices 5A, 12 and 13) 
• DE 2/3 and 8/1: Quotas (NI online Tariff, Appendix 5A, 5B, 5C)

Measurements 
and Quantities

• DE 6/2: Supplementary Units (NI online Tariff)
• DE 4/4: Measurement Units and tax base (NI online Tariff and Appendix 20)
• Measurement Units and Licences (NI online Tariff, Appendices 5A, 5B, 5C and Appendix 20)

Customs 
Procedures

• Compatibility with DE 1/10 Procedure Code (Appendix 1, Procedure Code conditions and restrictions)
• Compatibility with DE 1/11 Procedure Code (Appendix 2, Additional Procedure Code conditions and restrictions
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Using Grouping

Grouping
00600 

entered in 
DE 2/2

Highest duty 
rate applicable 

used

Only applies 
where 

commodity 
code provided

No P&R or 
licensable

goods

Excise goods 
where no duty 
offset applies 

(GEN45 
needed)

No quota, 
CAP or ADD 

goods

No customs 
duty suspense 

goods
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Module 3: Commodity Codes and the Declaration
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Which Tariff Measures apply in Northern Ireland?
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Module 3: Commodity Codes and the Declaration

Status of the goods Tariff Measures Applicable

UK Domestic Status and not ‘at risk’ EU Tariff measures only

UK Domestic Status and ‘at risk’ EU Tariff measures only

RoW imports/ non-UK domestic 
goods and not ‘at risk’

EU Tariff measures and UK 
measures must be satisfied

RoW imports/ non-UK domestic 
goods and ‘at risk’

EU Tariff measures only
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Module 3: Commodity Codes and the Declaration
Reading Commodity Code Information on Gov.UK
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Module 3: Commodity Codes and the Declaration
Commodity Codes and the Customs Procedure:

Procedure Code (Appendix 1):

• Does the procedure code have any specific conditions that apply to certain goods

• Does the procedure code prohibit certain goods?

Additional Procedure Code (Appendix 2)

Where the Procedure Code permits the goods to be declared, 

• Do the additional procedure codes have any specific conditions that apply to certain 
goods

• Do the additional procedure codes prohibit certain goods?

If either the procedure code or any of the additional procedure codes prohibits the goods, 

they cannot be declared to the customs procedure
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Module 3: Training Questions
Attendees should open Worksheet 3 and answer the questions on Data 
Elements:

• CHIEF boxes versus CDS data elements:

• Which Data Group is used for…?

• Which DE is used for…?

• Which reading note is used for…?

• Mandatory vs dependent…?

• Header vs item…?

• Mapping DV1 data to DEs
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Module 3: Scenario Tasks
Declaration Category H1:

• Identify all possible DEs that may be required

• Identify the mandation level, i.e., which DEs are: 

• A – Always required

• C – Traders’ choice

• D – Dependent on circumstances

• Identify which level each DE is allowed at: header, item or both

• Fill in columns 1 – 5 of the template for Scenario 1:

• DE No.

• DE Name

• Mandation

• Reading Note no.

• Header/ Item/ Both
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Any Questions?
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